DISSENTING from the 


' CHURCH of England. 


q For the USE of | J E 
1 „%% þ 
| Tzacunss, 


Fee,, . -—. -::-14 
d for 3, Brotherton und W Meadows, at the Black © 
in Cornbill, and ſold by 7. Bickerron in Pater- 
er- New. 1721. 6 .. :3 


a 
8 * 
„ 4 oy 
. ky 
” A þ 
. * 
* 
* 
7 . 
gd 
* 
. . 4 - BR. | 4 * 
„. £ . * A — a 


; — 
2 


Sf. 


% 


* 42 , L | 
S 2 £ 2 IIS 2 — zh Jes 


285 


/ 

17% 
Zi 

L 

p 8 5 * 2 - IR f * 7 - * > IN 7 * =" 
TO THE - TS 
TEI 91 % RG 

3 FU —_— 
7p EN or THOSE * OE 


CON GREGATIONS 


| Which Szranath themſelves from the 


CHURC CH Hof England, 


; {own k * 7 
1 5 ; 0 2 x i? 


LTHOUGH the folowing Anſwer 
25 chiefly intended for your Hearers, 
| yet I pray favour the Author of it 
with your Peraſal: And for a Dedi- 
cat ius to it, T'further requeſt of you to read over 
2 Sermon of Mr. Young's, late „ 1. 2 
Pean x Sarum, intituled, 4 friend. . 
A 2 ly 


* 


f 3 The Dastearien | 
'2 to our diſſenting Brethren. LIT 
i: ere, cored to that incom 
| | 0 2 „ ſolver » 44 
F 
et are your bur Communion, 
rr, 1 not thought, that what cyeti 
tun d offer wund be 4 4 
plata 
a#0ther Way. 
I have ; aching wore cb m7 bar 


* NEL Unity m of Fan je in the N e 


eAnd, that. we may duly obſerve and 


Practiſe the moſt pathetical Exhortation of the 
Apoſtle, that ever was made fo het Ting: 

Phil. 21. „ „ If there be any Conſola in 
* Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, 


ye my_Joy, that ye be ſi 
_ rindec ing the ſame Loye, bring bf oe 
rd, of one Mind: Let nothin 

' throug h Strife or Vain-Glory, but in 5 owlinch 


; ſelves: 


I am; : 1 
Sing " N 
Tarr Wal iter in Chil Jeſus. 
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t any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels 
anc Mercies ; ful 


| of Mind lt exch efteem other beter tha _ 


| avranr and ſuperſtitions part of Men among us, 


Plain ANSWER 


Plain REASONS, Ke. 


HE Paraphler under Confidera- 
tion, has, (if I may believe the 
Title-Page) already been uſher- 
ed into the World in Thirteen 
| Editions : So that I look upon it 
| —_ as à valuable Piece among * 
| Diſenters which has their general Approbati- 
And leſt they ſhould think it avanſwera- 
be alſo, I have given my ſelf and them this 
Trouble ; being more and more confirm'd in 
an Opinion, that our Diſſenting Congregations 
are in a great meaſure compos'd of the more ig 


1D. 


> Anz 


— 


whom 1 deny nor to have @ Tęal towards God, 
but cannot think it according to Kyowleage. 4 
posd 


Were it otherwiſe, they Sala not be im 
N 8 by what that Auchor calls * pls 
Plain 


2 A Plain Answer to 

Plain things are commonly beſt, if good 
their kind, but theſe Reaſons happen to be nei- 
ther t14e nor .ſufficiest to the Cauſe they are 
brought to maintain; and why 
himſelf to the moderate Church of England- 


Men I cannot imagine; unleſs by moderate he 


means ſuch Church-men as know not why they 


are fo, nor bow long they ſhall continue ſo, and 
then ĩt will 2 theſe Reaſons are not ſo 


much for the Defence of his own Party, as an 


Invitation to others to deſert theirs. 


In the Preface the Reaſoner owns, that 


| Schiſm is an heavy Charge laid upon Diſ- 
page 3. Jenters ; and ths may of hows — 
bow to clear themſelves of that Charge. 


(An Acknowledgment frank and true enough) | 
and therefore he deſigns to plead their Canſe, and | - 
of the | 

Church of England-men, that they do nat diſſent 


inform the more moderate, as he ſays, 


from the Church of England, out of Stubborne(s, 


or becauſe they love Contention (either of theſe in 


his own Senſe would juſtify the Charge) bat 


from à tender Conſcience, which it ſeems makes 


a mighty Alteration in the Caſe. The Words 
thrown into a Propoſition will 
much. A tender Conſcience takes 


Bulineſs, if he can make it out, but 


pfl. ai. 3. if this very Foundation be deſtroyed, and 
2 @ tender Conſcience which is brought | 
to juſtify, be found in the Nature of it to con- 


demn 


; — — — 


he addreſſes 
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nify thus | 
or abates | 
the Charge of Schiſm laid upon Diſſenters by | 
ſome of the Church of England. This is doing 


{ ticles are agreea 


uſually done it ſo magnificently, have given it 
| ſuch great and pompous Titles, as 5 i 


the lilce; that a great many 
wonder at it, 


generally extravagant, and are apt to attribute 

to it, ens hs tis. We wil therefore 

Is briefly as poſſible inform our ſelves to what - 
{| meaſure this diſguiſed overgrown Power is to 


of which we confeſs Tenderneſs to be one. 

Conſcience in a Chriſtian Senſe is a firm Per- 
| fwaſionor Belief, that what we do is agreea 

' 1 to the revealed Will of God, for Revelatioz 

| muſt be the Rale of Conſcience : So that altho? 
Conſcience muſt approve, yet is it not a Direct? 

| of itſelf, but tells us only what it has received 

{ ofanother. Hence then it follows, that if Cov. 
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Plain Reasons, Vc. 3 
dems Separation from a Church that ires 
no finful Terms of Communion, and whoſe Ar- 
ble to the Word of God; Ir this 
I ſay be made appear, we may hope to ſee the 
wiſer and more conſiderable among them, re- 
turn to the Church they have unhappily forſa- 


They who have treated of Conſcience have 


Deity, Tutelar Genius, God's Vicegerent, and 


rather than anderſtand what it 
really is : and in ſuch Circumſtances they are 


be reduced, and then enquire into its Qualities, 


ble 


ſcience it ſelf is to be directed and governed, 
moſt or all of thoſe pompous Conceits muſt va- 
niſh, that magnify its Power, and make its 


| Authority «zcontrozlable : For want of due In- 
formation in this Point, Men have paid too 


B 2 much 


7 


People are made to 1 


A Plam Answer to 
much Reſpett to themſelves, and by ſuffer 
their Conſcience to direct their Judgment, ing 
oo wonder they ſo much and ſo ablurdly wor- 
it, and make their own Interpretation of 
Scripture deciffve and infallible : 


which is di- 
realy contrary. to the Apoſtles Ad- 


Rom.12.3. vice, Not to think of our ſelves more 
2805 than doe 9 0 to eint, but to 


think foberly. 
In holy Scripture 


e is called good 


preſent Buſineſs to fee under which weare to 
place the tender (a word as I remember no 
where joined to Conſcience in Scripture) which 


our Reaſoner affirms is of ſuch Power — 


ſtify a Separation of Communion. 
I readily aliow/ that a tender Conſcience, con- 


ſidered as fuch, is not an evil one; and that 


the meaning of the word is d 


oppolite to 


fear d or hardzed-: So timt it is to be conſidered, 
either as good or weak, that is, either well-in- ü 


formed or miſguided. 


Indeed every good Man has fo much Te- 


derneſe of Conſcience, as to be afraid of Sin ; and 


ualeis the Reaſoner means, that Diſſemers are 


the only Men that — as we ſay, a Conſoi- 
of Eagland 


ence of what they do; the Church 
ſurely may be preſumed to have as tender a Con- 
ſcience in that Senſe as they, 


« Offence : but then a tender Conſcience will 


not 


and evil, weak and fan'lh, or hardurd: and 
under theſe four Denominations may be rec- 
kon'd all forts of Confciences : but it is our 


and as much void | 


| - A tender Co 


I ſtanding a Willingneſs to ſerve God aright, that 


Plain Rracons, CW. 5 
not be found to be always a good Conſcidace, 
they themſelves being Judges; becauſe har 
is enjoin'd by the tener Conſcirnces of one fide 
as agrecable to the Will of God, is deny'd for 
ſuch by the tender Conſcientes of the other fide, 
and condemn'd and forbidden. 


r Conſcience, ns the Reaſonver _ 
fays, is willing to keep the Ordinances, Page z. 
Er. True, but then it may be mil- 

guided and erroneous : Its Willingneſs is no ſuffi- 
cient Security againſt Error; ſo that notwith- 


being accompanied with Diffidence and Doubt 
whether it does ſo or not, cannot juſſify a Se- 
paration from an eſtabliſhed Religion, which 


they themſelves own in the main to be accord- 


ing to the Will of God. And now remembring 
that Conſcience in a Chriſtian Senſe is a firm 


 Perſwaſjon that what we do i agreeable to the 
revealed Will of God; it follows, that a Man 


of a good Conſcience is thus firmly perſwaded, 
(As 23. 1.) and that one of a tender Conſcience, 
even according to the Reaſoner, is ſuch a Per- 
ſon, who is only deſirous to be (but is not ſure 
that he is) right and honeſt, but if his Parts 
and Abilities are inſufficient, he will be for all 
that incapable of himſelf to underſtand his Du- 


ty, and conſequently fail in the Performance of 


1 apt to doubt and fear, thereby making thoſe 


ture Free and indifferent. 8 


it: Beſides his very Willingneſs will make him 


things ſiafu i to him, which are in their own Na- | 


Having 


6 APlam Answrn to 
Having thus ſeen what a tender Conſcience is, 
we ſhall proceed with leſs Fear to examine the 
Reaſons it urges in its own Defence; Date ope. 
ram E cum io animadvertite, ut 
guod fibi Eunuchus velit. 


' We diſſent from the Church of Eng- 


oY Is ſo pure a Church as ſome others are. 
Some otbers | ſuppoſe means the ſeveral Sects 
of Diſſenters among us; and if this be a Reg- 
fox, it is a Catholic one, and will equally ſerve 
any Church againſt another, and all Churches 
againſt their own: But now the Reaſoner is to 


explain what is meant by the Church of Exg- 


- and firſt he tells us what it is not, vis. 


land I 
the whole Nation : and who ſays it is? But al- 
though it be not the whole Nation, as whole | 
Individual, yet it is the Natio- 
by hol 


conſiſts of every 
aa Church, modell'd as it now ſtands 
Men of old, who after the moſt earneſt A 


dreſſes to Almighty God for the Guidance and L 


Direct ion of the Holy Spirit, ſeparated and re- 
formed from the Errors of the Church of Rome; 


and was after that guarded and eſtabliſhed by | 
the Legiſlative Authority of the whole Nation, 


Wiſdom and Counſel 


as they ia their unit 
thought moſt pro 


made uſe of, and ſuch exact Care taken by our 
Reformers, to make it a pure and holy Church, 
theſe Men of tender Cogſciences are taught by 

5 8 — 


N 


peraoſcati 


Reaſon 1. land, becauſe we do not look upon it to 


and convenient : But no- 
withitanding ſo much Learning and Piety was 


. | oe ſtrengt baed is this Error, 


Plain Rxasons, Vc. 7 
| che Reaſorer in the very firſt place to poligane 
one 


it, to many Aﬀemblies much differing 
another, f only upon private Judgment 


or Opinion; for this noble Reaſon, Becanſe 
| they in their tender, that is, doubting Conſci- 
exces, do not know, but are pleas d to imagine, 
| that they are more agreeable to the Will of 
God, or in their own Words, they do ot look 
dos it to be ſo pure as ſome ot her Churches are. 
| Suitable to the Reaſoning is the hiſtorical part, 
| and this convincing Argument, becanſe we do 
zo Jook it, &c. is to be ſupported by Ca- 
lumny, tho' nothing to the purpoſe, and ſpa- 
ringly to be made Uſe of in the Cauſe of Truth: 
| It is as follows: 5 
| When many ſpeak of the Church of 
| England, they think of nothing elſe but Page 4. 
the Place of Divine Worſhip : and they 
by the induſtrious 
Prieſteraft of deſigning Men, wh tell them, that 
7 — that Place, they leave the Church 
Moſt true it is, that he who forſakes his Pa- 
riſh-Church, forſakes the Church of God, be- 
| Cauſe it is a Place dedicated and appropriated to 
bis Honour and Worſhip; wherein the pure 
Word of God is read and taught, and holy Of- 
| fices are appointed and performed by lawful 
Authority; but that it is either preached, or 
taught, or ſo much as inſzuated, that the Ma- 
terial Building is the Church of the New Teſta- 
ment, I utterly deny: Bur ſuppoſe * 
9 3 uals 


8 A Plaia Answzr tb 
lectuals of ſome: 
would ſay, as to think ſo, with what face 
can the Regſoner aſſert, that they are ſtrength. 
ned in that Error, by deſigning Mes ? This is 
a fly Reflect ion upon our Clergy,whom if any of 
them were ſo filly, I have Reafon to think he 


People are fo tender, weak f . $ 


would not fail to nominate and expoſe : If be | 4 


pleaſes to do fo, I will pronounce ſuch a Man 
weak enough ro be converted by his Plais 

Reaſons, and become his Proſelyre. 
Io fin againſt. Knowledge, and to teach 
Me ſo, is ſuch an high pitch of preſumptuous 
Wickednefs, that I cannot in Charity ſyppoſe 


any-Body of Proteſtants to have arrived at it. 


But the Reaſoner ſays, Theſe deſigning Men know 
that the Greek Word ſo oftex wjed for Church in 
the New Taſtament, always fignifies the People. 

_ Generally indeed it does, but akvgys will ad. 
mit of a Diſpute. Men ye come together in the 


Charch, ſays St. Paul to his Corinthians, ch. | 


1, 18. where perhaps the caming together means 
the People, and the Church the Place: Which 
| {ems to be fo explained in the Verſe but one 
following, Whez ye come togetber into one Place, 
ver. 20. I do not inſiſt upon this, but only ob- 
ferve, that ſince the Matter has, and will bear 
à Diſpute, the Reaſoner ought not to be too po- 
ſitive in his Determinations: Nur is it altoge- | 
ther ſo becoming a Man of a tender Conſcience, | 
to charge his Brethren with belying theirs, 
thereby moſt uncharnably upon Surmiſe 2 
ſending them to the Devil, with no very 


rable 


Charch: Stones walk not, As 15. 23. _ 
4 1 


| table Compan 


heals 17. Tell it to the Church, and if he 


lieve that Church-men teach another and con- 


Plain Rxavons, Nc. 9 
y, for without (ſays 
the Text) are Dogs, and Sorcerers, Rev.22.15. 


and Whoremongers, and Marderers, 


and Idolaters, and whoſoever loverh and maketh 
a Lye. 
The Reaſaner goes on to prove from 


| undoubted Texts, that the true Church Page . 
| cannot be Brick, nor Stone, nor Tim- 

ker, nor Mortar, ſeperately or collectively: 

I Beeauſe as he very 


well obſerves, Bricks eat 
not: And Act, 20. 28. it is ſaid, * *he 


bt on their way by the Church: 
not, neither do Men talk to a Poſt : 


neglect to hear the Church: Nor can all the a- 


 foreſaid Materials put together, conſtitute a Na- 


tural or Spiritual Body, having Chrift for its 
Head,Col.1.24. Magna eſt Veritas & rævalebit! 
= — all theſe Cota Quotations to no purpoſe, un- 

to make the weak or tender Chriſtian be- 


trary Doctrine? which I again deny, and af- 


firm in this Point he has no Adverſary to con- 
tend with. 80 much for Negatives. 


__ Charch. 


| gation of faithfu 


| end the Sacraments be duly miniſtred 
_ eccording to Chrifts Ordinance, in 


Now for a 0 Anſwer to what is the 


1. The Viſble Church is a Congre- . 

] Men, in the which Pages. _ 
the pure Word of God is preacd, dhe Cn of 
England. 


C _- all 


10 A Plain Answrr to 


all thoſe things that of neceſſity are requiſite to 
the ſame. 3 3 
From which this notable Obſervation is 
made: The Vifible Church in 4 Congregation, 
therefore not a whole Nation, or a National 
Church : Strongly reaſon'd ! From whence it 
follows, as Lilly has it Tot, quot & omnes 
2 tribus ad centum, are ſo many viſible diſtin& 
Churches, becauſe there may be in Exgland as 
many Diſſenting Congregations differing in the | 
way of Worſhip from one another. But ho- r- 
doth this prove that the vifble Church is not or 


cannot be a National Church? In all good Senſe | 
ſure the Church eſtabliſhed in any Nation, 


where all the Members thereof, tho? in diſtin& 
Pariſhes, aſſemble about the ſame time, and 


worſhip God in the ſame manner, and in the |. 


ſame Words, and uſe the ſame Sacraments, and | 


are under the ſame Rules and Directions; I ſay, 


if ſuch Congregations ſo circumſtantiated make 


not a viſible National Church, I own my ſelf at 

a loſs where to find one. If the Reaſoner had | 

conſidered the Article a little better, he would 
rather have obſerved, that the due and true Ad- 
miniſtration of the Word of God, and the Sacra- 


ments, are the ſurer Marks or Tokens of a viſi- | 


hle Church than its being a Congregation : He 
may as well argue that the Ephefiaz Tumult in 


the Act, was the vifble Church, becauſe it was 


a Congregation : nay better, for if I miſtake not, 

it 15 called Ecclefia ; and he has before affirmed | 
the Church always to ſignify the People met t- 

oy gether. | 


Plain REasoNs, Oc. 11 
gether. Many Congregations with regard to a 

Church are but one continued Quantity or Com- 

pany of the Faithful; We being many 
are one Body. And again, eAs the Rom. 12. 5. 
Body is one, and hath many Members, |, co 12.12. 
and all the Members of that one Bo- 
dy, being many are but one Body, ſo alſo i Chriſt. 
Add to theſe and many more like Places in ho- 
ly Scripture the Confeſſion of the Helvetic Bo- 

dy, of which the Diſſenters uſed to be very 

| fond. Nay, even the Racovian Catechiſm, He- 

| reticalas it is in other Points of greater Impor- 

| tance, is herein Orthodox, confeſſing all Chri- 
ſtian Congregations throughout the : 
World, where the Word is rightl on _ 

| preached, to be but one viſible _ 

| Charch. As to his Quotations from St. Cypri- 

| an, and Juſtin Martyr, ſince he has not thought 

| fittolet us know where to find them, I almoſt 

dare venture to affirm, they are either miſun- 

derſtood or miſapplied ; and hereafter I ſhall 

have occaſion to ſhew how little ſtead thoſe 
Fathers will ſtand him in. — 

2. Since the Article has explained the Church 
to be a Congregation of Faithful Men, The 
Clergy, ſays the Reaſoner, know whether they 
as according to their Article, in admitting none 
to their Communion but the Faithful, or whether 

ſaying the Creed wont do. We gather from the 
| Parables of the Sower, the Marriage of t 

King Son, the ten Virgins, Ec. that the viſe 
ble Church is a — of good and bad toge- 
55 2 | ther: 


F RP CDS a T Yr KSA OAH. nan 


if 


oe 


12 A Plain AnsweR 10 
ther: Now all are to be eſteemed Members of 
the Church, and accounted Paithful, fo long as 
they make no manifeſt or c Rebellion a- 
gainſt the Goſpel: And ſince God alone can 
diſcover the - 6 Man muſt be contented 
with the Confeſſion of the Mouth: This ſeems 

to be St. Paus Mind: With the 


Rom. 10. 10. Heart Man believeth unto Rigbteouſ. 


neſs, and with the Mouth Confeſſion 
made unto Salvation. And therefore I think it 
plain, that a Miniſter ought not to reject a 


Man who ſo confeſſes, becauſe it is in Charity 


to be preſumed, he ſo believes. 


' Some who have been ten Tears Com. © 
page 6. muuicants in the Church of England, 

ũ„pbblaave declared on their Death-bed, that 
they knew not what Faith in Chriſt meant, and 
that their Miniſter never ask'd them a Word & | 
| bout it, but only told them, they ſhould have ſo | 
much Money each time they came there. | 


is plain what Honſes the Reaſoner creeps 


into to get this Apocrypbal Information, which 


I may chuſe whether I will believe or not : 


However, it may ſo happen, that a tender con- 
fſcienced Churchman may be at a loſs to define 


that very Power of Faith which he feels ; and 


it may be that ſuch an Ignorance is preferable 


to a pretended Knowledge and Acquaintance 


| with the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, that can ſay | 
the Creed after this manner, as ſome have done | 
before: Faith is the Lullaby of the Soul upon the 


Boom of Jeſus Chriſt: Or, that God crowns 


Faith, 


as 1 83 „ 8 1 


1 firms, ſays the Reaſoner, That what 


able to the 


pel Duties; of which, I ſtill reckon Paſſive 
| Obedience to be one: To warn them againſt 


| Phil. 4. 8. But theſe are quaint Points of Vir 


ati. Sh Ko. At db nn 


Plain Rxasoxs, Vc. 13 
Faith, becauſe Faith crowns God: If ,,. Senne 
God put a — upon Faith, the — 
Modeſty of Faith will come and lay it - | 
down at God's Feet; which is a * * 


1 new Way of crowyning, and teaches more 


Merriment than is ſuitable to ſo ſolemn a Sub- 
3. We muſt not yet diſmiſs our Article, It . 


they preach muſt be the fure Word Page 6. 


| of God; not an Oration of the excellent Conſtita- 


tion of their Church; or of Paſſive Obedience; or 


| an Exclamation againſt Schiſm (no to be ſure) 
| or @ Diſcourſe of Morality ; or only exclaiming 
| againſt ſuch Vices as the 

condemns. I always thought the Conſtitution 


very Light of Natare 


of our Church, which is built upon the Pro. 
phets, and eApoſiles, Jeſus Chrift bimſelf being the 


4 chief Corner Stone, Eph.2.20. was not only a noble 


Topic to preach upon, but uſeful alſo, and agree- - 

pare Word of God; and, that it was 
following the Example of the Apoſtles, as th 
followed Chriſt, to inſtruct the People in Goſ- 


Schiſm, and the fatal Conſequences of it; and 
to exhort them to think upon, and put in Pra- 


| Qice, Whatſcever Things are true; whatſoever 


Things are honeſt ; whatſoever Things are juſt; 


| whatſoever Things are pure; whatſoever Things 


are lovely; whatſoever Things are of good report, 


fue 


14 A Plain AxswWER to 
tue and Vice, as my Author calls them, not fit 


for ſanct iſied Souls and Ears. But you muſt be 
NS fick of Love to Chriſt, O ye Saints! 
Hauen and let him lie as a Bundle of Myrrhe 
Chriſt's Love- 3 : 
linefs, p. 362. al between your Breaſts : Chriſt 
Z is maxime diligibilis, as the School. 
men ſpeak : He is the very Abſtratt and Quinteſ- 
fence of Beauty: He is a whole Paradiſe of Delight ; 
| be is the Flower of Sharon inriched with orient 
Colours, and perfum'd with the ſweeteſt Savor ; 
Q! wear this Flower, not in your Boſoms (they 
are for the Bundle of Myrrhe) bat iz your Hearts, 
and be always ſmelling to it, and ſhew your Love 
to this lovely Saviour. I appeal to the unpreju- 
diced Part of Mankind, whether Diſcourſes of 
Chriſtian Morality, and Theology, well com- 
pos'd, and handſomly deliver'd, are not more 
Fikely to reform and inftrut Men, than 
ſuch ſweet Stuff? which, in the Metaphor of 
feeding, is like Surfeiting on brown Sugar ; or 


a confident, or frightful Harangue, concerning 


the hidden Things of God, and the final State 


of Believers, which utually either make Men | 


Preſumptuous, or throw them into Deſpair, 
in which good Lungs are often miſtaken for | 
ſtrong Argument; and, perhaps, the whole 


ing in the midſt of a Congregation, Pſal. 74.4 _ 
But now Apoſtoll, O ye Apoſtles, loquebantur, 


Performance amounts to no more, than Roar- 


look about ye, the tender conſcienced, hard- E 
mouth'd Reaſoxer, is forming a moſt heavy 


Charge againſt you; Impudence, an | 


F 


| fable unleſs it was Sterling; and, that none of 
mitted without a ſufficient Share of it, propor 
tionate to its Increaſe ſince the Reformation : 


And had the Biſhop ſet them aſide, for not being 
22 than the Canos requi 


ſo —_— in a Matter of ſuch Concern. If 
ro 


(grand Points) be fair Examination, and the 
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and Immorality, that's all, ſupported by the Te- 
ſtimony of a huge Man, the late Biſhop of Salg- 
bzry, in a famous Paragraph of his new Preface. 


His Words are theſe, The Ember Weeks , _ . 
are the Burden and Grief of my Life : ' * 


(no doubt, for who ever thought but ſo much Fleſh 


muſt hate Faſting ?) not ſo much that, but be- 
cauſe the greateſt Part of thoſe who come to be or- 
dain'd, are Ignorant to a degree, not to be appre- 
bended by thoſe who are not oblig d to know it: 
The eaſieſt Part of Knowledge i that to which they 
are the greateſt Strangers. I mean the plaineſt 
Parts of the Scripture, which they, in excuſe of this 
Irnorance ſay, That their Tators in the Univer- 


fity never mentioned the Reading of them. 1 


wiſh our Learning was like our Coiz, not paſ- 


the Candidates for Holy Orders ſhould be ad- 


requires, I 
uld not have blam'd him. But I happen to 


| beacquainted with a learned Gentleman, one of 
_ -thoſe Ignoramus s, whom his Lordſhip former- 


ly refuſed to admit into Holy Orders for Non- 
ſufficiency, and ſurely, never Biſhop proceeded 


running from Geneſis to the Revelations, and 
asking the Contents of a Chapter, and the 
Number of Verſes contain'd in that Chapter 


eaſieſt 


16 A Plain Anawen to 


eaſieſt Parts of Knowledge, his Lordfiip's Accs | 


fation is juſt, and his Charge true; if not, Man- 


kind will acquit ſome of thoſe Gentlemen of the 


Scandal of Igzorexce, who had ſo awkard x 
Trial before a partial and unfair Examiner, 

Nor is it likely they ſhould excuſe 
Page 8. their Ignorance 1a the Scriptures in 
that manner, vis. by pleading the Negligence of 
their Tetors to adviſe and invite them to ſo ne- 
ceſſary a Study, ſince that is directly oppoſite to 
their daily Practice, and a flat ContradiQion 


to common Experience, I had ſometime the 
Honour of being a Member in the Univerſity; 
and upon this Occaſion think my ſelf obliged to 
do Juſtice to the Gentlemen I knew there, 


to whoſe Care Students are commi 


ſet apart ſo much Time every Day for the ſeve- 
rer Study of the Word of God, their Examinati- 
on-of their Proficiency 


- Perſeverance, and their earneſt Deſire of their 


Coatinuance in Mell. doing. This is the Pra- 
Ctiee of a Royal College, and of ſeveral others, | 
upon my own Knowledge alſo. And, I pre- 
fume, I may give a Definitive Sentence in fa- 
vour of all the reſt in the ſame manner, ſince | 
never heard any Thing to the contrary. More- | 
over, if publick Prayers Twice every Day; if |. 


Lecture Sermons Three Times a Week, be- 


by affirming, upon my own Knowledge, the 
conſtant Uſe of Prayer in their Chambers with 
their Pupils; their repeated Advice to them to 


; their Explanation of | 
difficult Paſſages ; their being inſtant for their 


1 
fs 


|| Valeſs he has heard their Profatieneſs, how wic- 
| ked is this Aﬀertion ? If he has, where was his 
godly Tea in making himſelf Partaker of other 


fides Sunday; if regular and well-order'd Diſ- 
putations in Divinity, perform'd by learned and 
godly Men, are not Examples and Admoniti- 
ons to the Youth under their Care, to apply 
themſelves to divine Study and Meditation, 


may his Lordſbip's Report gain Credit, and 
Cambridge and Oxford ſubmit to Glaſcow ! This, 


ſays he, does often tear my Heart ! Theſe things 
pierce my Soul, and make me cry out, O that I 


bad Wings like a Dove, for then would I flee a- 
way, and be at reſt. And to give 


Him Text for Text, In the Evening Pl. 59. 6. 
he would return, &c. But I for- 

bear. and return to our Reaſoner, who 
ſays, Some of the Clergy curſe the Bi- 
bitterly, for thus expoſing their hate= pige 1. 
and ſhameful Ignorance and Idlenels. 


en's Sins, by neglecting to admoniſh or re- 
buke them: But if this Reproach be Invention, 
or Preſumption, as is ſhrewdly to be ſuſpected, 


bat ſhell be done wnto thee, O thou falſe Tongue ? 


Pſal. 120. 3. We believe that Miniſters 


| had better be deficient in human Learn- Page g. 


| fng than in the Grace of God; therefore | 


When we Chooſe 4 Paſtor, we do not enquire tho 


ordained him. From the Schools of the Pro- 


| Pets in the Old Teſtament, and the Care ta- 


en of their Education, and the Choice which 
God himſelf made of ſuch Men ſo educated, to 
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go from him upon extraordinary Occaſions ; 
we gather, that acquired eAbilities do no ways 
hinder, but invite the Infafor of Grace; and 
that the Stock ſo prepared by Indaftry is fitteſt 
to be grafted on by Inſpiration. This proves 
what. 1 have faid before, that theſe Reaſons 
were calculated for all manner of Diſſenters, as 


well Quakers, Independents, & c. who allow of 


no Oratzation, and cry down human Learning 
for carnal Knowledge; as Presbyterians, who 


have a Form of one: but why not that Queſt; | 
on? *Tis a very material one. The texdereft | 


' Conſcience, which may be alſo a very ignorant 


one, underſtands this, that a Man cannot give | 


what he has not; How can they 


Rom. 10.15. Preach, ſays the Apoſtle, except 
LOT, they be ſent? Which makes it plain | 


to the loweſt Capacity, That he who ſets up for 


a Publick Teacher, ought to have a lawful m. 


miſſion, which the Presbyterians allow : So that 


I imagine the Reaſoner to be of no body's Cal- 

ling but his own ; one who has preſumptuouſly | 
thruſt himſelf into a Prief*s Office, 
Sam. 2.36, perhaps, to eat a Piece of Bread. 


5 But of all Mankind they have the 
greateſt Confidence, who being Men of tender 
Conſciences, ſet up for Teachers and Diſputerr 
for Opinions. For a Conſcience truly tender, 


will be fearful openly to contradict Authority, | 
and will rather conclude that it is its Duty to 


obey than diſpute. _ 


| 


— 


nber Books of our Fathers, and had 
| gotten therein good Judgment, Was 


F ͤ;iV»s,˙¹i al, ̃ ũm̃̃ i ern en onde ea a 


them for Example of 
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We diſſent from the Church of Eng- Reaſon 2. 


| land, becauſe we cannot take the Com- 


mon-Prayer Book for our Rule:of Worſhip ; 1. Be- 


| cauſe it orders the reading much of the Apocry- 


pha. A very ſlender Reaſon this, when our 
Church has taken ſuch eſpecial Care, that her 
Children ſhall not be miſled by any thing 


therein contain'd, which is of queſ{zongble An. 
thority : For her Intent in Reading it, is the 


ame with the Author in Writing it, of whom 


hs Grand, Jon fays, Whes be bad +» 


given himſelf much to the Reading Prologue of the 
of the Law, and the Prophets, and is the * 


&awn on aiſo himſelf to write ſomething pertai 1 


| ing to Learning and Wiſdom, to the intent that 


thoſe which. are deſirous to learn, and are addict. 
ed to theſe things, might profit much more in li- 

ving according to the Law: And our Church, 
in her 6th Article declares, That ſhe doth read 
Life, and Inſtruct ion of 
Manners, but doth not apply them to eſtabliſh any 


 Dofrine. Beſides, the Apocryphal Books being 
| Memoirs of holy Men and Women in the 0/4 
Teſtament, our Church has prudently enough 


appointed them as fit to be read when we com- 
memorate the Heroes of the New : Thereby a- 


| nimating her Sons to a laudable Imitation ; 

| owning her Agreement in the ſame Faith with 

the Martyrs and Confeſſors of the Jewiſh Church: 
„ 92 


Which 
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which Recital was very early in the Church, 
and uſeful, till at laft, as moſt good Cuſtoms 
have been, it was abominably perverted, Hi. 
ftorical Fact. Cegenerating into Scandalons Le- 
gends, for which Reaſon it was wholly forbid- 
den by Pope Gelaſus, A. D. 492. But if ſuch 
Conſquences attend not Reading theſe Wri- 
rings now, I cannot ſee how they can 4 oh 
fence any more thao other human Comp 


he himſelf can give us a better Syſtem of Mora- 
lity, or preach better Divinity, or -relate the 


wonderful Works of Providence,-or.fet out the 


Actions of famous Men, more judiciouſly and 
induſtriouſly, than. the Wiſdom of Solomon, or 


the Son of _ does? 
2. Becauſc * all Perſuns religionſly ty 


obſer ve 2 


two Thirds, if we take State - Holidays and 
into the Account. Our Reaſover*s Quotation of St. 
Paul is thoroughly miſapply*d, Te obſerve Days 

and Times, and Moaths andTears,Gal.4 10. A lit- 
tle ſhare of Conſideration would plainly have 


ſhewed him that the Ale levelled his Reproof | 


againſt the Geztile and Jewiſh Cuſtoms: Dar 


lucky or unlucky, was Paganiſm: New Moons = 2 
and Sabbatical Tears was Judaiſm : and the 


Galatians were converted Gentiles, at that time 


perverted by the Jews ; So that, as I before ſaid, | 


the Ales Reproof is levelled againſt the 


Heathen 0 


may. And I wow'd ask the Reaſoner, Shader E 


ty Day rin the Tear @ | 
70 Time, befides all — This is falſe 
in Fact, for the Church enjoyns not ſo many 19 Y 


at —_— —— "oY - 


2 _” 24 = ” 229 


 politively enjoins the Obſervatĩon of them. See 


made 4 Form of Prayer for his Diſciples, to be 
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Heathen Obſervation of Fortunate and Unfortu- 
nate Days, which they eaſily run back into, after 
the Jetos had perſwaded them to the Obſervati- 
on of New Moons and Sabbaths : But this is no- 
thing to Chriſtian Inſ/itutions ; nor can we 
bring them under the eAfpofiſes Cenſure, by any 
fair Conſtruction, for we do not obſerve Montt 
and Tears at all; and when the-eApoſile wrote 
this Letter, which was in the Infancy of the 
Charch, tis not probable that many other Days 
and Times were obſerved by Chriſliant than 


the Lord's Day, and thoſe Times of the Birth, 


Paſſion, Death, Cc. of our Saviour Chriſt, 
which he is fo far from condemning, that he 


St. eAmbroſe upon 


the Place, and the 


judicious 


3. Becauſe thereby are impoſed on all Miniſters 
Forms of Prayers : If it be granted (as we think 
there s 10 Reaſon) that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


ved Word for Word without alteration : Tet, by 


what Rule do any Men ſo for others, and t hen 


impoſe them upon them for their conſtant Die? 
By the Example of our Saviour, whoſe At ho- 


rity is delegated to his Succeſſors, and by virtue 


of an afpoſtolical Canon, enjoyning, That all 
Things be done decently, and is order, 1 Cor. 14. 
to the Direct ion of our Eccleſraſti- 
cal Superiors. And, if Origen held the Lord 
Prajer to be a Rule to direck us in Prayer, as the 


Reaſoner owns, He and I are both of a Side, for 


that 
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that is, I think, owning a Form of Worſhip to be 


of Cbriſt's Inſtitution. In his 6th Book againſt 
Celſus , he ſpeaks of the -iwya: 2pxlaxthom, 
then in Uſe, which I tranſlate ſet, or afſign- 
ed Forms of Prayer. St. Auguſtine ſays, Thoſe 
Men are not our Brethren, who ſay not, Our 
Father who art in Heaven: And our bleſſed Lord 


- plainly ſhew'd, that He ſet forth that Prayer as 


| a Madel, or Form, both for -publick and private 
Uſe. This Prayer is twice repeated in the Goſ- 


I; the firſt Time it is authoritatively en- 


joyn'd, the ſecond it is repeated at the Diſciples 
requeſt, The Commemoration of the Kingdom, 
and eternal Power of God, was, in the Jewiſh 


Kingdom, the Power and the Glory, &c. ſhew'd 
that Form to be for publick Uſe, as the manner 
of the Temple then was: But when His Diſci- 


ples ask'd him to teach them to pray privately, | 
. He gives them the ſame Prayer without the | 


Doxology, after the Jewiſh Cuſtom, which 
was, in private, to uſe it only meat ally: Add to 


all this, That the Diſciples asked Jeſus to teach 
them to pray, as Joby taught bis Diſciples; | 
which was like the reſt of the Rabbi's, to give 


them a Firm to uſe daily, verbatim, in expreſs 


Terms. The Spirit of Grace and Supplication, | 


Zech. 12. 10. 1s utterly miſunderſtood by the 
Reaſoner; for the following Words, They ſball 
5 25 look 


Church, the eAztiphon, or Reſponſe of the Peo- 
ple, after the Prieſt had done praying, as it is 
at preſent in the Romiſh - So that our Saviour's 
ſubjoyning this Doxology, vis. For thine i the 
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Jook on me whom they have pierced, do ſhew, 


| That they have no manner of regard to any 


| Jababitants 


| Thing, but the Repentance and Reſtoration of 
Jeruſalem, by the Grace of God, and their re- 
turning to him with (not extempore) Suppli- 
cations. The Prophet is prophecying of the 
| Return of Judab, and the Repentance of Jera- 
ſalem, and ſays, Tech. 12. 10. In that Day 1 
will pour upon the Houſe of David, and upon the 

of Jeruſalem, the Spirit of Grace 

and of Supplication, and they ſhall look upon me 
whom they have pierced, and they fhall mourn for 
bim, as one mourneth for his only Sox, and ſhall 


| be in bitrerneſs for him, as one that is in bitter- 


neſs for his firſt Bora. If Grace and Supplication 
here belong to extempore Prayers, ſo muſt 
| Mourning and Bitterneſs likewiſe, and that in 
| ſuch a lamentable manner, as plainly, at pre- 
ſent, is applicable to no Body of Diſſenters in 
| the World; for, ſays the Text, „U the Fami- 
lies of them ſhall mourn greatly, every Family 
apart, and their Wives apart. 6 Ye 


Now for a notable Piece of Reaſoning, If we 
the up our ſelves to Forms, how can we ſay with 


St. Paul, Rom. 8. 26. We know not what we 
7 for as we ought : . that prey by - 
7 tbe 


ſhould Pro 
4 Book know to a Word what # wg pray 
for. Take the whole Verſe and judge: Like- 
wiſe alſo the Spirit helpeth our Infirmities :- For 
we know not what we ſhould pray for as we 
ought, but the Spirit it ſelf maketh Interceſſion 
for s. Wherein? not ſo much in diſcovering 
- to 
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to us What we want, as how, and in what 
manner, we ſhould ask for it. As we ought, 
that is, iz vevbis digne concept u, in proper Lan- 

age; but ſince it is not in Man, with al] 
2 Knowledge, and Eloquence, and Premedi. 
tation, to ſpeak any Thing worthy of God to 
hearken to (much leſs when he talks at Ran- 
dom) therefore it follows, The Spirit maketh [n- 


rerceſſion for ws. The Empbaſis is not upon; 


The Original runs thus, What toe ſbould Pray 


rence to the Matter of our Petitions, bur to the 
Manner, the | 
to God: Let us leave out the Word for, which 


is not in the Greek, and the Text can have no | 


dther Interpretation than what 1 contend for, 


namely, Our Incapacity to make a Petition to | 


God, in Words, worthy of themſelves, to be 


thinking but the Reaſoner knows this, and then 
his Divinity is a piows Fraud, which none but 2 
_ Cherch he pretends ro abominate, will practiſe 


how he approves of ſuch Methods, the Three 
perverted Texts under this ſecond Reaſon do 
ſufficiently ſhew. . TE 


We zever read 


the Prayers 


of aAbratam, Jacob, Job, Moſes; 
Samuel, Cc. What then? If the People were 


taught, and got by heart what they ſhould 
| | | | ; eee en | prays 


what we ſhould pray for, but upon, as we owght. 


as we ought, we know not, which has no refe. 


a 4 4 cc 7 a as * 8 ©, pa _ 


Language, in which we offer them 


brought before the Lord. I can ſcarce help 


and juſtify ; I mean the Chxrch of Rome; and 


in all the Word of God, of any 
ſuch Caftom as praying by Book, thi we read of 
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pray, is not that all one as praying by Book, 
| or Form? The Men he inſtances in were moſt of 

them divinely i»ſpired, and what they ſo ut- 
ter'd was not pro re nata only, but to remain 
among their Hearers, to be made uſe of by 
them and their Poſterity. See Dent. 31. 22. 
2 Kings 17. 28. 1 Chron. 23. 13. When the 
People were thus taught to {ay their Devotions 
by Heart, what need of Books ? Which our 
| Reaſoner very judicioully remarks, they did not 
| fray by, becauſe when they pray d, their Eyes 
| were either clos'd, or lifted up to Heaven ; his 
| Inſtance of Jonab he is pretty ſafe in; and, I 
| readily allow, He could not well pray by Book 
in the Place of his Confinement, and, perhaps, 
| his Eyes might be cloſed too, conſidering the 
. little Uſe he had for them, and the Saltneſs of 
—_—_—_— 5 


The Hiſtory of the Three firſt Centuries, 


ſays the Reaſoner, 


ſpeaks not one Word of 
poſed Prayer, &c. 


That Hiſtory is that? 


am ſure Tertullian, whom I take to be a Fa- 


ther of the firſt or ſecond Century, ſays, That 
our Lord appointed his Diſciples of the New 
Teſtament, a zew Form of Prayer: 
Novem Orationis formam determina- De Orat Dom. 
vit; and St. Cyprian, whom I look 
upon to be another, ſays, Chr 
| Himſelf gave us a Form of Prayer : De Ont. 
| And theſe two politive Teſtimo- _ 
nies may, I think, for the preſent, ſtand good 
 apainſt an uncertain Paſſage of Iknow not what 


F 1 Hi 
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Hiſtorian, till the Reaſoner pleaſes to tell us his 


Name. 2 
of Prayer, and Book of Homilies, 


re bach compar ft h the poor Towle af Þ 
were both compos'd th help the poor Tools of Prieſts, 
241 our faſt — off from Pape; As they now 
ſtand tis true, but this Aﬀertion ſeems to point 
out the beginning of Forms of Prayers and Homilies 
to have been at the Reformation ; whereas it is 
manifeſt hoth the one and the ot ber were in uſe in 
the Church long before; the one he himſe F ac | 
knowledges, by contending juft now againſt 
impoſed Forms for the Three firft Centuries, 
And, as for Homilies, or Sermons, they are of 
very antient Uſe in he N 1 Lear 
 _ - 444 weliad tan Otder of Conell | 
n That if the rick be fick, or am 
Way hinger'd from | 
one of the Deacons ſbon d read a Homily, or Set- 
mon, of ſome of the Holy Fathers; So that the | 
firſt' Uſe of them was caſual, and that at the 
Reformation neceſary ; and fince they now are 
td be diſcretionally us'd, as injoyn'd by publick | 
Authority, I think it an high Preſumption in the 
Fender conſcienced Reaſoner thus to declaim 
_ againſt them, as ' deſiyuFive of Men's doing 
their Duty, daring to oppoſe his 7 ber 4 
deeming Opinion, to the Wiſdom of the moſt | 
pablick and authoritative Aſembly in the Na- 
tion. Cf ĩͤ ß | 
_* You ſee our Reaſoner begins to triumph, | 
and having, as he thinks, behav*d himſelf va- | 
liantly, and diſarm'd his Opponents, he can | 
EY „ W555 11 


reaching in his own Perſon, | 


maledicas ſed ut 
Gallantry, he returns his Adverſar »L his Sword 
und ats him aga 


| and to draw out Grace to its Exerciſe in Prayer. 


VW "OR. OF” "IO „ r © gw. We =» TFT 4 ww hd 


| 4 of very 
ſiys the Resa, Her the Way that is. "oe 
* "7 
| ever there i was @ Book in the World. Pm afraid 

tis will want 


tians, long before the Delivery 
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forbear inſulting, witneſs his ae Expreſ- 


ſion; in calling the Clergy poor Tools, — Wos at 
s —- And then to ſhew his 


in: He takes off a 


— 
as the Mas at the Globe anſwers all lawfu 00s, 


both of them, I confeſs, ren an fur 


| #i0ns; 
mon Coparity, above the reach of ordinary Pre- 


tenders. 
_, ObjeRt. 1. That Promiſe of the Help of the $pi- 
rit of God in Prayer, i to raiſe our Affectiuut, 


This muft be Conjuring, becauſe I don't un- 


 Gerſtand one Word of it, and fo wont 


to ſay any Thing to it, till I clap a Lamp at 
my 0878 _ and ſet up for a Philomath. 
2. The Way 


ſtanding 


is the Charch. Ay, 


take in Prayer hath been us 


'd 2000 Tears 


proof, For Moſes was . 
of . Law, which 
is computed but at 2000 Years, or thereabours, 
from the Creation; and the Egyptians theinſelves 
were famous it: their learned Men ſome Hun- 
dreds of Years before that. And whether they de- 
liver'd their InftruQion in writing, or Hierogly- 
Pbick, it matters not; for whatever teaches is 


learned in all the Wiſdom of the Eg 


2 Book, whether natural or artificial ; beſides, 


if Abraham, &c. did teach their Children, by 
— | pur- 


projing by Book bath = 
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utting Words into their Mouths, tis a ſufficient 
Proof for Forms, and the Reaſozer's confident 
. e end in a diſappointment. 
Object. 3. But when we addreſs our ſelves ty 
Gad we ſhould uſe the moſt. decent Expreſſions. 
| That's tree, ſays the Reaſoner ; but it u the 
Heart, not fine Words, that God looks at; if that 
be right God will overlook à hundred Slips of the | 1} 
Tongue, and hear Prayer, tho it be as Heze- | 4 
kiah's, like the chattering ꝙ the Crane or a 
e TT: 1 
Surely there has not been ſuch. Expoſer of 
Texts fince the Time of Scotch Eloquence unto 
this Day. The chattering of the Crane and | 
Swallow, ſignify not the Imperfections of Pray, 
er, but the Diſtre s of the Man. Hezekiab was 
very ſick, even unto Death, and in this Condi. 
tion he compares his Prayers to the chattering 


of the Crane aud Swallow; not for the Incohe- | 


rence of them, bur the Sadneſs, the Moan that 

he pour'd forth unto God in the Bitterneſs of his 
Soul, The Note of the Swallow was, among 

the Ant ients, the Emblem of Sorrows : | 


_ Irfalix avis "La EE] ay 
Ea, Hor. Od. lib. 4. Od. 12. 


- So that had our Reaſoner underſtood either | 
Scriptzre, or Ow Hiſtory, he cou'd not but 
have avoided ſo egregiows a Miſtake. Or, 
F he had conſider'd the Cauſe he was . | 

oP mY bend, 


| fend, ſurely: he wdu'd- not have thought ft 
| adviſeable to give up ſo graad 4 Point 


| AR of a whole Society together, requires, at- 
| cordingly, more Care to be had ot external 
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owning that his extempore . Effafiors A 
impert inent and fad: If ye offer the 'Blind far Say 


| crifice, ſays God, ij it vr c? Ad if ye, offi 
| the Lame and Sick i it not evil? Offer it now 'to 


thy Governor (ſee Diflentets. 'Addteſtes to the 

King) will he be pleaſed with nbee, or acret 
thy Perſon ? ſaith the Lord of Hats. Mak 1. 7.) 

It is not with publick as with private Prœer; 
in this, that is, in private Prayer, rather Secrecy 
is commanded, than ont ward Shew ; whereas, 
the other, that is; publick. Prayer, being the 


Appearance. The Worſbip of God is the : 


| reaſonable Service in the World, and it is a 


| the beſt Manner, and with the moſt ſigniſi- 
cant Signs of Honour that can be: For this 


Part of rational Worſhip, that it be done in 


Reaſon it was, that in the old Teftament God 
expected that whatever was offered in Sacrifice 
to Him, ſhould be the beſt of the Kind, the 


| girft Fruits of the Ground, and the fatteſt of 
| the Flock; otherwiſe the Oblation was an Of- 


| fence, and rejected: For the ſame Reaſon, our 


„ 


Houſes dedicated to God ought to be built 


with the beſt Materials, and beautified with 


the zobleft Ornaments; and the Offices therein 
| uſed ſhould be the beff compoſed, and moſt 
|. figaificant of Honour to our Creator that we 
I ean frame; That is, our Prayers and —_ 
|: ſhould 


: A'Plain-Anzwen to 
thould:be offered up in the bet Language, and 4 
Wolt devour: Manner; not in haſty —— 
r often happens, that inde. 
int, vulgar; and unmannerly Exprefions, 
 Nith, with whith Men would be aſhamed 1. 
Kia Petition tb an earthly Prince, are offered to 
God, and. ded upon the People. N 
-*" The AG, che they — 1 the trud 
_ ObjeX of Worſhip, yer ia as much as they per 
med their Devotions with the bef? Mk. 
h of Voice and Inſtrument, with their bet | 
poſitions Both-of Proſe and Verſe ; ſo fat, 
v, und in this r 


hip (otherwiſe very ridiculous) was reaſon 
ble; And ſhall we Chriftians, who know 
Whom we worſhip, and have the true God 


tathens in theſe Circumſtantials of Religh | 
du? Noel Thanks be to God, We baw | 
20 ſv learned Ci: We do not place the | 
Ben of Holladſs in thoſe Circumſtantials of | 
Roligicti, excluſive of the inward Piety of the | 
Saul, and Prireneſs of Life; but only ſay, Rea 
fon dictates that in Religious Worſhip (tho 


render it acceptable to God) yet we fay Reaſon 
ditates, That iu All our Addreſſes we ſhould do | 
bur Maker all the Honour we are able, which | 
we do not, unleſs we do it in the moſt exact 

Manner poſſible. And the Manner of perforim- | 
ing Religious Worſhip, whe it is expreſſive of, 
and proceeds from an inwatd Picty,-is not yy 


reſpe&; their Way of Wor: | 


T our Object, be leſs reſpectful chan the | 


tlie Purity of the Heart be that alone which can | 


| foxer, and ſome flovenly Chriſtians, have ima. 
| gined: We are to 


_—_— ; and one Branch of this is, to come. 


' our Mouth, ſurely the juſtet Expreſſions, . and 
| beſt compoſed Words, will be found to be the 
| reaſonable Service required. "I 


| Duftrines by their Way of Preaching. 
| Reaſoner is almoſt a-ground; for now he! 
| Argument, and flyes to Recriminatios, which 


| ing, I don't care, if I am a 
sas great a —— as I; For, ſays he, Jo may 


daily Petition, Remember not, Lor 


 thatwe pray to God nur to remember them, &c. | 


rent: oo may Forms be too, ſays the Reaſoner. Take 


= V9.7: IA” ©. 5-2. * J A 
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different a Thing in the ſight of God, as the Reg» 


preſent our HBadies, as well as 
Souls, ænto God, which the Apoſtle tells us, & 
dur reaſonable Service; and this inſtructs us 0 
uſe a lowly Behaviour, and deceat Geſture, 
before him. We are to Honor God with own 


Him in comely Ornaments, and elegans 
Apparel ; and if we are to, Honour Him with 


Object. 4. Diſſenters are liable to vent * 


is pleading Guilty to the Charge, and only ſay- 
i » fucha one 


thoſe who keep ftriftly to @ Form ;- witneſs. their 
of our Fore-fathers : It looks le — 
(es dur Fore- father s: It look, like pra) ing for 
the dead: Not half ſo much as he Zn ro be 
a Papiſt, by his Ignorance of the ſecond Com- 
mandment ; where God declares he will viſt the 


Sins of the Fatbers upon the Children, unto the 
third and 


fourth Generation; and therefore it is, 


upon us their Poſterity. 


Object. 5. Diſſenters Prayers are often incobe- 


JE A Plein Answzk to 
_ mnThſtahce. Almighty and everlaſting God, who 
ane workeft great Marvels, ſend down upon 

our:' Biſhops & Curates, the healthful Spi- 
it F thy Grace: "Muſt we ſay it wou'd be 4 
Seat Marvel if God ſpon d lend 4 down his Grace 
OMe and —_—_ A N — 14 the tender- 
ace; that is, the weakeſt Uaderſtand. 
, enn thinit ſo; the — that ph 
pon has a pl =_ View e the Deſcent of 

e Apoſtles at the Da 

Pentecoft wi as the greateſt 1 
— At ever was: "And when we pray for 
the ſame Spirit on the Apoſtles Sacceſſors, no- 
- thing ſoproper, ſure, as to remember that De. 
ene, Which is the” plain Meaning of thoſe 
Werds. 4 
Obſect. 6. For want of -a - Form, Diſenters | 
Prayers are ſometimes very unintelligible, the | 
People ' know not what they intend by ſome of | 

their Petitions : So may (et Forms too, quoth the 
oxer ; and inſtances in one of the plaineſt 
Common Prayer Book, viz. Almighty God, 


es Neceſſities befor before w- as "__ -4 


on Ignorance in asking, &c. To explain which 


Capacity of Mankind, © 
Gd eg. 7. Dijſenters are en guilty of Tau- 
agi, or Repetition of the ſame Thing. I 
donꝰt deny it, ſays the Reaſaner, 'but not half jo 
often as they who uſe a Form; for they uſe t 
ſame - Petition ſix, eight, ten, or twenty Times 
over Lord baue _y _ 1, We bejeech thee 
70 


2 be to offer an Injury to the common 


Plain Rrasons, Uc. 
to hear us good Lord: We beſeech thee to hear us 
ood Lord; and, Lord have Mercy upon us, &c. 
Herein we follow the Example of the Angels, in 
Tfa. 6. 3. and the Elders in the Revelation, ch. 4. 
And our Litany,wheretheſe Repetitions do often- 
eſt occur, being the more fervent Part of our De- 
votion, we truſt we follow likewiſe the Example 
of our Saviour Chriſt, who being exceeding ſor- 
rowful, went away again, and fray'd the third 
Time, ſaying the fame Words, Matth. 26. 44. 
Object. 8. The Prayers of the Church were 


| compoſed by wiſe and learned Men, that better 
| knew the Work and Nature of Prayer than we do. 
| How great, ſays the Reaſoner, or wiſe, or leara- 


ed the Compoſers were, we matter not; for tho 
they were Apoſtles, or Angels of God, if they bring 
tn any Rules of Faith or Practice, that have not 

| the Stamp of the Wiſdem of Jeſus Chriſt upon them, 
we cannot, we dare not receive them. But whe- 
ther this be anſwering the Object ion, ſince he 
has not proved the Facts, I leave to any honeſt 
Diſſenter to determine. He ought to ſhew in 
what Points the Church of England has perverted 
the Faith, and tell us, how thoſe Rules of Prac- 
tice, which ſhe lays down, are erroneous; other- 


I ͤViſe the Object ion is in full force, and unanſwer- 
ed. In the mean Time I muſt acqua int the 


Reaſoner, That what wiſe and learned Men, au- 
tłoritatively commiſſion'd, have injoyn'd us for 
our Practice, has the Authority of Jeſus Chriſt, 


| nd it becomes our Duty to receive and practiſe, 


as they appoint, Lxke 10. 16. He that heareth 
oc . voa 
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72 8 me, and he that deſpiſeth you deſpi- 
ſeth me. _ 


Reaſon 3. We cannot joyn with the Church of 


England ix the Order for Baptiſm. 
1. We except againſt that Human Ordinance, 
fegning with the Croſs, as a Popiſh Invention. 1 
am apt to think our Reaſoner is impos'd upon 
by the third of May, which is a Popiſh Holy Day 
for the Invention of the Croſs , not the Baptiſmal 


one, but that on which our Saviour [uffer'd: 


The Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm was in Uſe 


long before Popery had a Name: His beloved 
 O:igen ment ions it in une of his Homilies on the = 
38th Palm. And before him, Tertullian fays 


it was a received Cuſtom among Chriſtians, 


"ths Gd" frequently to mark themſelves with 


Mili the Siga of the Croſs. Tis thought 


do be an Alluſion to an Eaſtern Cu- 
ſtom, of Marking Servants and Soldiers in their 
Hands and Foreheads; Thos ſhalt bind them for a 


Sign upon thine Hands, and they ſhall be as Front- 
lets between thine Eyes, Deut. 6. 8. And we read 
in the Revelations of the Servants of God being | 


ſeaÞdin their Fore heads: ch. 7. 3. 14.1. And what 
more proper, when we are beptized into Chriſt's 
Death, than to be „gd with a Croſs, as a To- 


ken that we will not be aſham'd publickly and | 


| Openly to profeſs Chriſt crucified, and with St. 


Paul, Glory in the Croſs? And therefore it 5 


that we receive this Sign in the Forehead, both 


alluding to the Eaſtern or Angelick Cen; = 
» = 
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and alſo, becauſe ir is the Seat of Modeſty, and we 


piofeſs we will not be aſhamed of n Sm 20 
it: In fronte tanquam, in ſede pu- in web. Apoll 
doris un, Cracis accepiſti. Our 

Church makes not the Croſs eſſential to Baptiſm, 


| for the Child is fully baptized, before it receives 


the Sign of the Croſs; but only, when we receive 
it into the Congregation of Chriſt, we mark 
him for His Servant, after the Example of God in 
the Old Teftament, and the Practice of the Saints 
and Angels in the New, as appears from the late 
mentioned Texts. If it be right, to argue from 
the eAbzſe of Things to the Diſaſe of them, 
we muſt not leave the Sus in the Firmament, 
for the Pagans have adored it; nor any eminent 
Creature upon Earth, for they have all been 
made Object of Divine Worſhip ; nor any Herb 
in the Feld, for the ſame Reaſon: Nay, the 


_ Virtues of Mankind muſt be put away, as well 


as the Vices, foraſmuch as Temples and A 
tars, and Prieſts and Sacrifices, have been a 
pointed to them all. We allow, That the Croſs 


in Baptiſm is only a decent Ceremony, neither 


uſed in Faith, nor made Sacrementa/: And I 


1 wonder, how they who plead for its Diſuſe, 
| becauſe of Popery, will endure to wear it in 
their Pockets, or ſuffer its continuance in their 


Shop Books. 


2. By the Form of Baptiſm in the Church of 
England, Parents are not ſuffer'd to covenant 
with God for their own Children, This is an 
Argument of the Care and Tenderze/s of our 

8 ö Church, 
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Charch, that omitting the Parents (who are 
ſup 
fare of their Children) ſhe requires, moreover, 
Szreties for the good Improvement of her 


Child; but it cannot be imputed to ber, if theſe 


Guardians are ungodly, or negligent in their Du» 
ty, ſhe gives them their Charge, and they 

are to look to the Execation of it. ; 

3. What they promiſe in the Child's Name, is, 


To renoance the Devil and all his Works, &c, © 
which, ſays the Reaſoner, i in the Power of nm 


Creature in Heaven or in Earth to perform. Not 
of bimſelf, but by the Grace of God ſtrengthen- 
ing and a ſſiſting him he may, which the Church 
of England ſuppoſes in thoſe very Anſwers which 
ſhe teaches her Child to make; for in the Cate- 
chiſm, when the Child is asked, Whether he thinks 
himſelf bound to believe and do as his God-Fathers 
and God-Motber have promiſed for him, the An- 
ſwer is, Tes verily, and by God's Help ſo I will. 
4. We ſee no Reaſon to believe, that every 
Child baptiz'd with Water, is alſo regenerated 
by the eſpecial Grace of God, as % expreſſed in the 


Order for Baptiſm : viz, We call upon thee for thi 


Infant, that he coming to thy Holy Baptiſm, may 
receive Remiſſion of Sins by ſpiritual Regenerati- 


on. Regeneration, if 1 underſtand it rightly, N 


[ 


comprehends theſe two Things, Remiſſion of 


Sins, and jutting on Chriff, If I prove both | 
| theſe to be done by Baptiſm, then every bap- | 
tiz'd Child is regenerate, notwithſtanding the 
Reaſoner s Belief to the contrary. In Atts 2. 2 | 


pos'd zatarally to conſult the ſpiritual Wel. 


end Water. So that to profeſs Remiſſion 
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St. Peter exhorts the Jews to be haptis' d in 
the Name of Jeſws for the Remiſſton of Sins, 
and rhereupon promiſes them the Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt. "This is one Branch of Regenerati- 


[ by Baptiſm. The other I prove by St. Paul 


to the Gal. 3. 27. eAs many of you as have been 
baptized into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt, And 
in another Place, Tit. 3. 5. The ſame eApoſtle 


| dire&ly calls Baptiſm the waſhing of Regenerati- - 


os. And I am miſtaken, if either Scripture, 
or ſcriptural Men, have not called the Font, 
the Laver of Regeneration. *Tis true, in the 
Communion Office we profeſs Chriſt's meritorious 


Croſs and Paſſion to be that whereby alone we 


obtain Remiſſion of Sins. And this, ſays the 
Reaſoner, is the Word of God, and not by Water 
Baptiſm, nor by Spiritual Regeneratica: And 


hence he takes Occaſion in his way, to call the 
| Reverend, and moſt Reverend Compilers of the 


Common Prayer, groſs Blunderers; but let him be 


|| pleaſed to be inform'd, That Mater Baptiſm is 


a Memorial of our Saviour s Death and Paſſion, 
and is a Part of it; for this is He, — 
ſays St. John, That came by Water as © Ep. 5.6. : 

a well Blood, alluding to the piercing of bis 
Side, whence forthwith there came out 72 ] 904 


int 


by Baptiſm, and by the Croſs and Paſſion of 
chli but two Branches of the ſame Hag, 

and fo our Reaſoner muſt take his groſs Blunder 
again, it will fit eaſter on him than on thoſe old 
Gentlemen, for (faith my Author) zothing is 
beavy in its proper Place. 5. Ie 


9 
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5. It i not clear to us, nor can they fhew it 
i the Word of God, that Children baptized, and 
dying in their Infancy, before they commit actual 
Sia. are undoubtedly ſaved. I cannot help their 
Underſtanding; but if Baptiſm confers upon 
Infants Remiſſion of Original Sin, and cauſes 
them to put oz Chriſt, and makes them of the 
Number of the Regezerate, and places them 
in God's Favour; I am ſure it is a wicked 


_ Blaſphemy, or thinking «##worthily of God, to 
aſſert, or ſurmiſe otherwiſe, than that of /ach 
s the Kingdom of Heaven. 


| Realm 4. e cannot joyn with the Charch f 
England is the Lords Supper, 
1. Becauſe they order every one to kneel at the 
Receiving it. It may be ſufficient to ſet forth in 
the Words of the Charch, her Proteſtation rel. 
ting to this Affair; at the end of the Communi- 
on Office ſhe ſays, Whereas it is ordain d in tb 
Office, of the eAdminiſtration of the Lord's Sup- 
fer, That the Communicants ſhould receive the 
fame Keeling, &c. yet, leſt the ſame Kneeling | 
ſhould by an; Perſon, either out of Ignorance and 
Infirmity, or out of Malice and Obſtinacy, be miſ- 
conſtrued, and depraved; it is here declared, | 
Tha thereby no «Adoration is intended, or ought | 
to be done, either unto the Sacramental Bread or 
Wine, there bodily received, or unto any Corpo. | 
ral Preſence of Cbriſt's natural Fleſh and Blood, 
&c. And now, what will our Diſſenters ſay, - | 
when they underſtand that the Poſture of ft- | 
3 ting 
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ting was introduced by the Arians, who denied 


our Saviour Divinity; and, that Kneeling is 


| fo far from Popery, that the Pope himſelf al- 
ways/ſits when he receives the Sacrament ? The 


Example of our Lord and his «Apoſtles proves 
not hing by proving too mach; for, if like them, we 
muſt ſit, we ſhou'd likewiſe celebrate the Feaſt 
in an #pper Room, and only at Night, nor muſt 
there be more than thirteen Communicants, 

2. Becauſe they order the Sacrament to be ad- 
miniſtred to the Sick; and admit it to be done to 


two or three Perſons, where there in xo Church 


preſent. We cannot ſuppoſe that the ole, 
when he adviſes the Sick to ſend for their Mini- 
ſter to pray over them, did prohibit them to re- 


ceive the Sacrament, which the Primitive Chri- 


ſtians did every Day. But on the contrary, 


that notwithſtanding their Sickneſs they ſhou'd 


neither think themſelves excasd from their 
Duty, nor be debarred the Exerciſe of it. Euſe- 
bius mentions the Holy Sacraments, being 
ſent to a fick Perſon by a Boy (the 


FPrieſt at that Time being fick alſo) Lag 


36. See alſo 


for which Reaſon it obtain'd the 77 & 78 Can. 


Name of a Viaticam, a Proviſion Concil. Carth. 


or the Way they were going. 


This Ordinance, Jays the Reaſoner , ſhoz*d 


| be adminiſter d only in the Church. Now who's 
for Walls? I always thought the Church 
it inerant as well as local, and, that where 
too or three were gather'd together in the 


Name of Chriſt, there was the Charch, and 
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He in the midſt of it. In his 5th Page the 


Reaſoner mentions a Charch in a Honſe, 1 Cor. 
16. 19. which he now ſeems to have forgotten, 
And when a Church is regularly form'd, what 


hinders the Performance of the Offices thereto be. 


to be an anrepented Crime, he can never be able 
to diſqualify t 


of as good Abilities as our Reaſoner, who has 


given up this Point, by ſuffering this Sacrament = 
to be adminiſter'd very lately in a private Houſe, | 


to a Gentleman ſince deceas d. 


DO to come to the Holy Ordinance to qua- 
: | lify themſelves for Places of Truſt or Profit. I 


ſhall not follow a great Example, in finding 


Fault with my Superiors, where what the 
have enjoyn'd is not morally Evil. 


See his Ac- The learned Dean of Chicheſter has 


count of the 


— ſet this Matter in a clear Light, and 


and Teſt Acts. fully juſtified the Legiſlature here - 


in. I only add, I ſee no Prœanat iu 
hereby, ſince it is made a Teſt only according 


to its Original Deſign and Inſtitution, viz. Of 


Love to Chriſt, and Charity to the Brethren. 
Page 16 5 = Becauſe they admit any Perſon 


behalf : How this is done, ſays the Reaſoner, in God's 

behalf, we are at a loſs, till we find a Warrant for | 

it in the Word of God. 1 took the Parable of 5 | 
| wy Wel 


longing : So that unleſs he can prove Sickneſs 1 


Infirm from receiving the Sacra. 
ment, even in their owns Hoxſes. I could, more- 
over, inſtance in a famous diſſenting Teacher, 


3. Becauſe Perſons are allow'd 


that deſires it, and invite all on God's 


_ 


LOR. in ad on Eb... 


&& Oo wo 


| remembrance 


| & Holy avs Des, means not what it is brought 
| 3 8 TTY G | 


og 
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Net thrown into the Sea; the Tares and the 
Wheat ; the gathering togetber of the Good and 
the Bad, by the expreſs Order of the Ring. to 


| the Marriage Feaſt, were Warrants ſufficient 


for a general Invitation: If Perſons come u- 
fre par d, look they to it; the Fault is not the 


Inviters, who adviſe all to abſtain, and for- 
bear coming, on ſevere Penalties, who ba ve not 
 examin'd themſelves, and truly repented them 
of all their former Sins, and ſtedfaſily purpoſed 


to lead a new Life, and have a lively Fgith in 
God's Mercy through Chriſt, with a thankful 
of bis Death, and are in Charity 
with all Mex, &c. So that it is abſol#tely falſe 
what the Reaſoner ſays, That all pie 17. 
we ack of our Communicazts is, Whe- © © 
ther they are in Charity with all Mea? Neither 
is it ſulncient to juſtify Separation of Communi- 
oz, to ſay with the Reaſoner, Many e „ 
of them Jive very wicked Lives, ©” 
Swear and get Drunk the ſame Night that they 
bave been at the Lord's Supper, and oft in the 
Week. In Things effential we muſt never ar- 
gue from an Abuſe to a Rejection. Our bleſſed 


Saviour, *tis probable, communicated with 


Judas, altho he knew he would immediately 
commit the moſt flagit ious Piece of Wickedne(s 
in the World: And if ever there was a Dog, in the 
. Senſe, it was be. 13 He ſhews 
im vahappy again in Apply- 5. | 
ing Texts, For give not that which 


to 


* 
* — 5 : 
' : 
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to prove; for our Saviour would not have con- 
tradicted his own Advice, by giving the Sacra. 
ment unto him that betray'd him, if that had 
been the Meaning of the Text; but rhe Words 
do ſhew the Pre- eminence of the Jes above 


the Gentiles, in having the Goſpel preach'd firſt 
unto them. Our Saviour himſelf thus explains 


the Text, when he ſays to the Woman, It i 
1 not meet that ye take the Childrens 


vont Receiver, cannot be made a lawfs 


Page 17. 


Bread, and throw it to the Dogs, 
_ aſferting the Privileges of 1/rael before all the = 
Nations of the World beſide; ſo that altho* ma- 
ny «xclean Perſons preſent themſelves to commu- 
nicate, the Office is not thereby polluted, nor the 
Adminiſtration made ineſfectual: Sacraments are 

duly miniſtred, according to Chriſt's Appoint- | 
ment, although the Unworthy do partake of 

them: Which, as it hurts not the pious and de- 

Cauſe 
of Separation: For the anwort hy Receiver does 
me no more harm by communicating with 
me, than the Sacrament it ſelf given me by an 
«unworthy Miniſter, which our Cherch, in her 26th 
Article, ſays, Hinders not the Effect of the Sa- 


th a Ms yen am ©. cos a aa aa 4 


I ſhall take no Notice of his 5th | 
Reaſon, unleſs he produces ſome- | 
thing better than bare Aſertion, which want- | 
ing Proc, does not carry fo honeſt 4. Face with | 
it, as ſo grave and ſerious a. Matter ſhould have. 
Let the Reaſozer , if he can, ſhew our De- 
3 ls parture | 


of the Miſeries this 


die in his Sins. Wh not 
| for his Judgments as well as his Mercies? Judg- 
| meats are defign'd in Mercy to the Servivors, 
that they may /earn Rig bteonſneſs, and ſurely 
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Fevery one, even the vileſt Wretches 
| that they bury, that we have ſure and certain 
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parture from thoſe five Articles he mentions, 
and I promiſe him he ſhall not want me for 
an dry. | 


Wie except againſt two Things Reaſon 6. 
eſpecially * Order for the Buri- * 
Th the Dead. EL 5 | 
1. They thank God for taking them away, Is 
it not Matter of Thankſgiving to God, when our 
Brother is deliver'd from Miſery? So runs the 
Prayer; We give thee hearty Thanks, for that it 
bath pleas'd thee to deliver this our Brot her out 
fouful World. But we 
dare not thank God, * the Reaſaner, if a Man 
y ? Is not God to be praiſed 


merit Thaxks at their Hands who. ſo receive and 
make uſe of them: When the Scorner i puniſh- 
ed (ſays Solomon) the Simple ii made 
wiſe. And when the Wicked periſh Si. 1. 
there i ſhouting. „ nn er, 

2. Nor can we ſay, as they do, 


mw 


Hope of their Reſurrectiun to eternal Life. We 
ſay no ſuch Thing; the Declaration is in gene. 


ral; that we have ſure and certain Hope of the . 


Reſurrection, not his Reſurrefion to eternal 
Life, which is plain from what follows, viz. 


Through our Lord Jeſus Chrift, who ſhall change 
- —_ 


Our, 


44 A Plain Ans wn ts 
our, abt his vile Boch. The Reaſoner cha 
home, but not fairly; their Reſurrect inn, = 
the ReſurreFion, are ſurely very wide aſunder; 
and, by annoy them, he may, 
convinced, That the Churrh of Egle 


»d teaches 


no ſuch «zſcriptzra! Docttine, That there is : 
Auf one Soul goes to Hell that has the good luck to 

ÞDave Chriffian Burial. The afttemention'd 
rung; 


Explatiation ſhews his Inference to be w 
beſides, our Charch abſolately denies that ever 
ſhe buries any Sogls at all, 


| _ We nithirew om the Communi- | 
*in, 06n of the Church of England, be. 


cauſe we cannot allow of 'ſuth Officers in the 


| Churth, as Dioceſan, or Lord Biſhops, Cle. 
went of Alexandria imagines, not 


5 e improperly, That the Terreſtrial 


Hierarchy is form'd after the Model of the Ce. | 
leſtial, where Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, 


differ from each other in Honour and Dignity, 
as one Star differeth from 


1 Cor. 15. 41. 


Ages of Chriſtianity, knew any /ach Office in the 


F 


Epiſcopal 


ed to others, who ſrom the Tenor of Scriptare | 
by TORE 1 we 


rhaps, be 


Church; both which I take to be wrong; for | 
the Scripture does make mention of Biſhops, 
and their peculiar Province, viz. to Ordain, to 
| Confirm, and to Excommunicate. The ſame | 
Pers we find in Scripture commit- - 


another | 
Star in Glory, The Reaſozer, from 
another mi/qzoted Text, roundly affirms, That 
neither the Scriptzres, nor the fir? and pareſt 


| Charch is the Wilderneſs (becauſe we will be 
| early enough) the 


— MC. 


bers called, according to the Septusgint Tranſ- 
| lation, tnioxona; the ſame Name 


| Files ſpeaking of the Biſhop as one of the ſape- 
| rior Order. Take One or Two for all. In his 
| Epi/ile to the Church at Smyrna, after warning 
= os 9 them 
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we judge to have been advanced to the ſame 
Honour and Dignity; as Timothy and Titzs. The 
Teſtimony of A#t:quity is intirely on our fade ; 
to go back to the Old Teſtament, and be 


eat Officers of , _ 
the Hoſt are in the Book = A DIES 


which St, Peter calls our Saviour, 


viz, the Biſhop or Superintendant. I bring 
this to ſhew, That ſince the Name was a Name 
of Seperior Office and Dignity, even before Chri- 
ſtianity, the Primitive Chriſtians, tis like- 


ly, could not but know ſuch Ofice which the 


Reaſoner denies, becauſe He ſays it was ade 


|| an Office in the Charch; and 1 prove it was, 
by appealing to 5 I 


Clemens Romanus, perhaps the earlieſt Eccle- 
fiaſt ical Writer ſince the Apoſtles, (whom out 
| Reaſoter inſtances in to prove, , 
That Biſpops and Presbyters were © 
the ſame) who in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corig- 
thiens, which the very learned Archbiſhop 
Uſher allows to be genuine, written within 
Forty Years after our Lord's Aſcenſion, mentions 
Biſhops to have been then of aztient ſtanding. 
nat ius, another Father of the firſi Century, 
puts the Matter out of all doubt, in all his Epi- 


46 A Plain Answe to 
them againſt falſe Teachers, and Schiſmaticks, do 
all of you, ſays he, follow your Biſhop, 2s Jeſus 
Chriſt folow'd the Father, and follow the Pref. 
bytery as the Apoltles, and reverence the Dea. 
cans 4s attending upon holy Things. To the Epbe. 
fans he writes thus, Be obedient to the Biſhop 
and to (not or to) the Presbytery, which puts 
2 manifeſt Difference between the Two Orders, 
The Apoſtolica} Canons attributed to the Reg- 

ſoner's Clement, are full of the Diſtinction, and 
Superior Honour and Dignity of Biſhops, in that | 
part of them which are ot ſuſpeFed : Theſe, 


and a Thoeſand other Inſtances, from the Fa- 


thers of the Three firſt Centuries, might be gi- 
ven to prove the eApoſtolica} Inſtitution of Bi. 
ſhops, as they now ſtand in the Cherch (except 
their Temporalicies) maugre all the weak Ef. 
forts of Salmaſius, and the wicked Ones of our 
Country Man Blondell to the contrary : All 
which, beſides collateral Evidence, I am ready 


. to produce, if the Reaſoner ſhall give me a 


more proper Opportunity than what falls with- 
in the Compatls of this Pamphlet. Here I ſhall 
only ſubjom what I take to be the miſtaken 


Reaſon, whereon is built the ſuppoſed ſcripts. | 


ral Identity of Presbyters and Bi i of Presby- 
ter is a Name of ge, Biſhop of Office, and | 
this Office, being generally conferr'd on Perſons | 
of advanc'd Tears, or Experience, that is on 
Presbyters, it came to paſs, that in the Apoſtles 
Epiſtles, and elſewhere, the Name of Presby- 
ter is ſometimes uſed to ſignify the ſame as Bi- 


ſhop - 


| Inconvenience of po 
for its being laid aſide; while one was for Paz), 
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ſbop: But it does by no means follow, that be- 


cauſe theſe Significations of B 
were ſometime promiſcuonſiy 


hop and Presbyter 
lended, therefore 


| they never were, nor muſt be, diſtinct, any 


more than Flavws, or Purpureus, muſt ceaſe to 
ſignify the particular diſtinct Colours of Tellow or 


| Parple, becauſe common Uſage has brought 


them to expreſs any Thing that is beautiful, 
or handſome, or graceful, or venerable. I re- 


commend to our Reaſoner the Confideration of 
this Matter, and when he has well weigh'd it, 
be may, if he pleaſes, let me hear farther from 


him. 


Mie Diſſent, becauſe we cannot Reaſon 8: 
allow that the Biſhop or Patron 9 


 ſhow'd impoſe a Paſtor upon any Pariſh, without 


the Conſent, or Choice of the People, &c. This 


Reaſon, ſurely, will never juſtify a Separation, 
| becauſe we have a great Number of Pariſhes, 

where the People, as they wou'd have it, do 

chooſe their own Minifter ; as does almoſt every 


Pariſh in 


England, where there is an eAfter- 
nom Sermon: But is this Cuſtom grounded up- 


on the Word of God? Nothing leſs : So then, it 
| ſeems, the Diſſenters can take up 4 Cuſtom, as 


Cuſtom, as well as their Neighbours ; but the 
ar Elections ſoon pleaded 


another for Apollos, a third for Cephas, were they 


dor Carnal? And how ought ſuch Things to be 
| continued in the Church? Who ſo proper to 


Pro- 
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— for the Flock as the Bi 
Flock? Or, Who more Hkely to provide a fit 


has had Tal enough to baild one, upon which 
the Right of Lay Patronage was, as I take it; 
origizolly founded : That the People did former. 
ly conſent, is true; but that they did ſai juri, 
nomizate, and appoint, is what our 
£ Reaſoner will hardly make appear; 
and, ſure he is not in earneſt, when he ſays, in 
the Primitive Church the People did propoſe, 
name, elefs, and decree: And to prove it, thus, 
ſays he, a Thouſand Years after Chriſt's Ajcenſi- 


3 


on (that is, I ſuppoſe, in the Primitive Church) 
the Council of Nice decreed, That if any Biſhop | 


deceaſe, any other reconciled to the Church may 
be admitted, provided they be worthy, and the 


People do chooſe them. I muſt inform my Res- 


der firſt, This was not a Decree of that Cown- 


cil for a fianding Rule to future Times, as the 
Caron were, nor is it to be found among them, | 


But it is a Paſſage out of their Sywodical Epiſtle, 
io thoſe of eMexandria and Aigypt, relating to 


. Right of Electios to be in the People, we ſhall 
upon a fair Examination find it to be guite | 


' otherwiſe. 


| The Caſe was as follows. The Counci/ de. 
clares their Tenderneſs towards thoſe that had | 


been made Biſbops and Prieſts in the Meletion 


Schiſm, allowing their Orders u 


and able Mas for the Church, than be who 


Biſhop of that 


a particular Caſe ; ſo that, although at firſt | 
fight it looks as if the Council had declared the 


upon due Sub- | 
miſſios 


rr 
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| Right of Suffrape, 38 [ faid before, was taken 


| what Right 
only in the ſamã and untainted Party; 
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miſſion, but not ſuffering them to exerciſe any 
eriſdittion to the Rewe of thoſe in Poſſeſſion z 


if any Biſhops died, thoſe: Meletian Biſhops : 
might ſucceed, with theſe three. Proviſoes. Yap 


# ''_ $5 -w 3 8 9 


Fit, Thar they be judged wortby. By whom? 


By the People? Np certainly, for 4 there 


had been no need of the following Clauſe, wis. 


And tbe People chuſe them: Therefore JET 


Jadgment belonged to the Biſhops of the Pro- 


_ vince, according to this Order. 


The Second Condition i is, 1f the People chuſe 
them : What People? The Meletian Party? 
No; they were * becauſe of their being 
in Scbiſm, from having any Thing to do in + - 


| Choice, although they were admitted to. Com- 
 menion. They are forbidden in the Epiſtie we 


are {| peaking G To the Names of Perſons 
a; hy 3 ſo all 


from them on account of their $chi/m.: So that 
of Choice was in the People, was 
; and after 
all it was no more than a Nomination by the 


| People, for the true Right of Election was ſtill 
in the Biſpops. 


Becauſe, Third; All this fignified nothing 


| without the Conſent of the Biſhop of Alexandria, 
which was the third Proviſo. 


And now I ask, Whether the Reaſozer has 
dealt ingenuouſly, by mentioning that part of 


the Epiſtle only which ſeems to make for the 
Right of Eleftion in the' People, and e 1 
H = 


5 
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out the ot her Two, which reduce it to a bare 


Nomination only, the Meletian Party too ex- 


cluded ? Wou'd thoſe among us who contend 
for popular Elections, like them upon thoſe 


Terms? And theſe are the very Terms of the 
Nicene Council. which the Reaſoner has miſta- 


ken tobe of his Side. It is one Thing for the 


People to nominate and propoſe Perſons to be 


choſen; and another, for them to have the 


Rig bt of Election: And it is one Thing, for a 


Per ſon choſen to have the Conſent of the People 


(as the Clergy of the Church of England have) 


and another, for them to have the Potwer to 


reject. him, becauſe he doth not pleaſe them. 


Anda ain, it is one Thing for the People to 


be allowed to enjoy ſome Privileges, till the 


Inconvehiencies of them have made them be 
taken away 


themſelves, and without which there lies no 
Obligation on them to ſubmit. 


if theſe Things were better underſtood, it 


would allay ſome Mens Heats about theſe Mat- 


ters; for granting, That in the Time of the | 
Council of . the Gt le had the Liberty of | 

ames, or objecting againſt the Perſon | 
en; and aklongh their Conſent was | 
generally 145 red, yet all this does not put the | 


ay ip 


Right of Eleion in them ; for all that they 


could do fignified nothing, without the Con- 

fent of the . s and Metropolitan; and none | 
to chaſe, but thoſe upon -— 

udg- 


are * ſai 


by jaſt Laus; and another, for 
rhem to n ſuch a Right as inherent in 


ow” pP——— 4s am aw 4 oa 


ay 
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this Indulgence, was but a Right of Nomination, 
which upon Seditions and Tamalts was jaſtly 
altered: And there can be no Plea for reſuming 
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judgment, the Determination depends, the reſt 


do but propoſe, and offer Perſons to be choſen, 
So that the utmoſt the People could have by 


. 


it, unleſs it be proved to be a Divine and Us: 
alterable Right, which can never be dont (al- 


though the Reaſoner calls it the Li- 


berty which God has given them, Page 20. 


which lies upon him to prove) nor is fo much 
as pretended by thoſe wha ſeem to | 


court the Peoples Favonr, by plead- — | 
ing for popular Eleftions at this 2 the Britiſh 
Day, from the Precedeats of former be.. 
= ET 
The Reaſoner's Simile in this „ 


_ Caſe, of impoſing an Husband upon _— ” 


Woman in the Pariſh, to which He com- 


pares the Right of Patronage, wou d, indeed, be 
| an i#tolerable Impqũt ion, but ſuits not the power 
ol Patronage a hundredth part ſo well as diſſent- 


ing Teachers practiſe, who generally know to a 


Shilling the Value of every Ewe Lamb in their 
| Fold, and no being taken thence without their 


eApprobation at leaſt, for fear of their gth Rea- 

ſor, which is As 55 e 
Godly Diſcipline ; the want of Reaſon 9. 

which we are deeply ſenſible of, and ** 


| do ſorely lament; and when it ſhall pleaſe God to 


of our Gracious Sovereign to 


put ĩt into the Heart 


e fuffer 


$5 :# Plain Answes' fo 
ſi uffer * Convocation to aff emble and do Baſie ; 
2 8 75 to lee a 2 2 ger is «ti Ta t 
mi is o Ju/irfication of t hö 

ra e lays it is, becax ſe ur Chu 


WA s $ogly Diſcipline... Where there is =o Law 


ult be a, Low #nto themſelves, according 


$ ungenerousto upbraid us with the want 


diminiſh, The higheſt e ee Puniſhment 
is *Excommuni 28 'the Terror of which is 
: wotderfully eff 1 the Diſenters Separati- 
v an elle ve . Mars 8 a wicked Max 
| ar C om rec 

wi can be receiv'd by — * 
Page = 8 Faithful I. chuſe to 


E: 


327 dra w a Veit over What fo lows, be- | 
f 86 10 J 7 I im not pfovided of a Defence, if 
x 


ge be true, 


3 2 even Ty is not cheit Je 
leis. their being Separatiſts did exempt them 


from the Ve y fad * with ſo 
muck, "M el „ 
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Reaſon 18. 1 | Lottis fa 255 this Reaſone, We leave 


rage al. 2he Church of England, becauſe it 
bath often ſhewn a perſecuting Spirit, The Spirit 
ol our Church is beſt known by her-Do&rines, | 

which favour of nothing leſs than Perſecution; | 


but, if 1 miſtake! not, the Reaſoner has a View to 
the Laws in force forher Efabliſh 
made for a Defence, indeed, * 


ext; They are 


| fence 


i. They eee of Good and Evil. More- 
er, l N 
of whatubey themſelves have helped to leſſen and 


who call 


9. 


| 
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eParation juſtified; un. 


er, but not an Of 
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1 firms, are made Terms of Commu- 
nion and Salvation, notwithſtanding we declare 


fecit iun upon that ſcore ; ſo that this is no Reaſox 
at all, but a Schiſmatical Pretence, which is 
 zow alſo removed by his ows Con ion, for his 
', Charge is for what # paſt, aiſti Re faith not it 
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ence to any ot hers, that is not the Defggnof them. 
| am ſure the Reaſoner and his Printer, ate pre- 


ſear Inſtances of her Forbearance and Charity, 


ſince almoſt every Page in his Book is aftion- 


_ able, either for | "2lſhood Or Slander; but 1 for. | 
bear to recriminate, being taught by the Church 


he ſo much reviles, to bring a railing Accuſat iam 


no not againſt the Devil Bimſe : But ſuppoſe = 


what he ſays true, yet a perſecut ing Spirit is no 


juſt ground for a Separation. Our Bleſſed Lord 
was led out of the Synagog ue to ha ve his Neck 
| Hroken, yet did he not withdraw from the Syna- 
| gogte, and plead Perſecution. Neither can he 


mention one ſingle Text which warrants a De- 


ſheweth the ſame Spirit zow ; 16 that were the 
Reaſon once good, yet it ceaſes at preſent, and 
muſt be thrown aide as inſignificant-and uſeleſs. 
But I find I have miſapprehend- bas 

ed the Reaſoner, in imagining he * 

ſaw farther than I find he does, for all this 
Cry of Per ſecut ion comes from the Ceremonies 


of the Church, which he falſly af- Page 22. 


them in their oe Nature indifferent Things. 


| Indeed they ceaſe to be indifferent when they 
have received the SazHion of Authority for their 


Uſe, becauſe we think it our Duty to obey our 
8 Go- 


54 A Plain AxswER to 


certainly I muſt do, or forbear, in reverence to 
God's Ordinance, which is the lawful Magiſtrate, 
But although the Ceremonies of the Church do 
thus ceaſe to be indifferent, we do not thr 


them, as the Reaſoner ſays, upon the Diſſenters, 


only. And in ſo doing we do not go contrary 
to the eApoſiies Practice, when he fays, 1 Cor. 
* IS 8. 18. I will eat 10 Fleſh, & c. which 
"" Text our Reaſoner brings for abo. 


 Iiſhing the Church Ceremonies to oblige the Di- 
Serious ans Indeed every private Chriſtian is 
| Compaſſionate bound in Charity and Cumpaſſion to | 
Enquiry in, à weak Brother, to deny himſelf 
ſome Part of his Liberty to pleaſe 


— 
bell Ind Con. and gain him: But then it muſt be 
of bn 4 c. Only in thoſe Things which are not 

a commanded by azy Law, but left 
free and undetermined: In theſe Things the 
Apoſtle*'s Rule muſt take. Place; We that are 
ſtrong ought to bear the Infirmities 


| Rom. 15. 13. : of the weak, and 2 665 and 
felves. eAnd let e ver) one of 46 pleaſe - 


Bonr, for his Good, to Edification. In ſuch Things, | 
I ſay, as are not Matter of any Law; for if they |} 
be, I have no ſuch diſpenſing Power committed | 
to me, as to break through an Ordinance, either | 
of God or Man, to pleaſe my weak or peeviſh | 
Brother; this would be to do Evil that G, 
ad Brow gr Prod cu * 


| Governors : For whatſoever I may do, or furbear, 
in Compaſſion to my Brother's Infirmity, that 


as eſſentially neceſſary, but modeſtly convenient | 


Plain Rxasoxs, Oc. 55 

may come of it, committing Sacrilege to give 
An,; which ought by no — of dts 
| to be encouraged, becauſe God has forbidden it. 
But in ſuch Things, where the Laws both of 
Gad and Mas have left me at liberty, and at 
my ows diſpoſe, I may juſtly, and onght in Cha- 
' | rity, to conſider my Brother's Weakneſs, rather 
| than uſe my ou Strength; and not walk over 
| Rocks and Precipices, where I know the Infir- 
mities of others is ſuch, that they cannot follow 
me, or climb up to, without Giddizeſs and Daa- 
ger of falling. 535 
Io do all that I may do without danger to 
my ſelf, and not at all to regard what others 
| can comply with, is to be anchriftian and uncha- 
| ritable. It is to ſurfeit of my own eAbandance 
1 when my Brother is in want: And in this Senſe 


| only, we are to underſtand the Admonitions of 
' | the efpoſile in the Caſe of Scandal or Offence. 
| In his Times the Magiſtrate being Heat ben, took 
| no Care of the Church, nor paſſed any Laws con- 
cerning the Manage of the Worſhip of God: 
1 Therefore every Thing was free and andeter- 
, | mined that God had left ſo: So that Chriſtians 
I lad a great deal more ſcope and room for mu- 
| tual Condeſcenfion then, than they have zow ; 
| accordingly the Apoſtle exhorts them, that in all 
| that Matter of Liberty they ſhou'd by Love Jerve 
| ove another: And with great Equity; for he 
that will give Offence to his Brother, by doing 
| that which he can omit without Sin, is guilty of 
a Stz in ſo doing. But the Caſe is guite _ 


WP 
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Brother will bs ended unleſs I break. a Law 
nut home, 1 muſt look to my Jef firſt, and if he 
takes Offeuce, he takes it where! it is not given, 


or I do her my Davy. And as I may, and muſt, 


give Alms of hat is my ows, but am neither 


bound to deprive my ſelf of Neceſſaries to ſerve, 


any Man's Med, much leſs to rob another of | 


his Right to fürniſh him that Warts; fo the ſame 
Charity requires, that in all thoſe. Caſes where 
no Lau of God or Man hath reſtrained my Li- 
berty, I there confider the Iz/irmity of another 
tather than tle-pleaſing of my Jef. And that 
this is St. Pauls Doctrine, appears by the Rea- 
foxer*s Quotation, with which the Apoſtle con- 

„ Cludes the Argument: F Meat 


1 make my Brother to offend, I will eat 
orld ſtaudet h, leſt I make my | 
Brot ber to offend. The eating of Fleſh was un- 
der no Lew, and; conſequently: he ſhould not | 
fend if he abſtain'd from it; therefore, ſays . | 


he, If Meat makes my Brot her to offend, if he be 
ſeandalized at me for eating Fleſh; ſince I may 
do it or let it alone, I will condeſcend te his 


in this Point, for his ſake. I will eat no Fleſh. - 


pe ha ve done in this Caſe? Can we think 


Compaſſion for his Brother would have 2 


wiſe. when chere 18.4 Lam. in being; for if uiyy 


| Wegkneſs, and abridge my ſelf of my Liberty, 


But ſuppoſe the eating of Heſp had been com. 
manded by a Law of God or Man, and a weak | 
Brot her had been offended at ir, what would the 
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him forget Charity to himſeff? No, . 
no ;. ing ſelf accurſed for pace 
the Brethren, was 2 token of his Zeal; but I 
beg leave to underſtand it byperbolically. His 
Monitions and Advices to jubmit 1 
our ſelues to every Ordinance eb . . 
Mas, and to obey them that baus 
the Rule over us, do ſufficiently ſhew, That 
he would have had regard to poſitive Inſtitu - 
tions, although Human, and choſen rather 
to obey them, than out of Compliance ta 
| any Man's Weakneſs, neglected the Perform- 
' | ance of @ krows Duty. Dr. Donne (as I re- 
; | member) brings this very Text to the Ceres» 
monies of the Church. His Words 
are theſe. When leaving funda 
| © mental Things, and neceſſary Truths, we 
3 wrangle uncharita bly about collateral Imper- 
| © tinexcies; when we will refuſe to do ſuch 
| * Things as will conduce to the Exaltation of 
| * Devotion, or the Order and Peace of the 
| © Church, not for any Harm in the Things, but 
| * only therefore becauſe Papiſts do them; 
* when, becauſe they knee} in the Worſhip of 
| * the Bread is the Sacrament, we will not kzeel 
© in Thankſgiving to God for the Sacrament ; 
1 © when, becauſe they pray to Saints, we will 
| * not name the Saints, or reproach the Saints; 
| © when, becauſe they absſe the Croſs, we will 
© abbor the Croſs : This is that which St. Paul 
E proteſts againſt. _ VU pa 
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58 A Plain Answes . to 
Upon the whole then it appears, If the Ce- 
remonies in Uſe in the Charch of Exgland, at 
which our diſſenting Bretbres are 
of the ſame Nature with e — of Fleſh ; that 
is, enjoyn'd by #o Law, we ſhould lay them 


aſide for peaceable Conliderations, in Cents 
ſcenſion to the ] 


the Nature of them is quite different, and t 
are become our Duty, by being authoritative 
enjoyned us, we conceive that we give no ja 


Canſe of Offence to our weak Bret en, by re- 
iance Wich 
preferred 
to yielding to the Regzeſis of Man. And 
if they will ſeparate from our Communion, part- 


taining them; foraſmuch as Com 
an Ordinance of God, muſt ai. 


ly becauſe we thus chuſe to obey God rather than 


Aas; whether this be right in the fight of _ 


let themſelves be Judges. 
Tis antient Policy to give a good Perſu, 


Thing, a bad Name, or Term of Re * : 
which has had its effect among inconſi iderate * 


People: Is not this the Carpenter's 


Ma 5 
E Son? And, Cas any good Thing 


come out of emer? Such Say- 
ings prejudiced a great many People again 


our Saviour and his Doctrine: In like manner, 


the Ceremonies of our Church are, by an uawar- 


are not contrary to the pure Word of God, and 
are agreeable to Primitive PraQtice, they ought 


offended, were 


»firmities of others: But fince 


rant able Reflexion, called Humas 
Inventions, Whereas, ſince they | 
ate deſigned for the Promotion of Piety, and | 


not = 
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not.to be called Human Inventions, but Rules 
of Ecclefiaſtical Wiſdom and Diſcretion, Let the 
Diſſenters conſider them under this Denomi- 
nation, and, I dare ſay, they will have a bet- 
ter Opinion of them. Es = 
If Purity of Worſhip be promoted by the re- 
moval of Ceremonies, as the Diſſenters imagine, 
it will follow, That the more externa! Forms 


are removed, the more Pure will the Worſhip 
of God be; and fo the Quakers will come in 


the Sacrament under bot 


for the pureſt Worſbippers, having removed Sa- 


traments, and all external Forms, and endea- 


voured, as George Fox ſays, to bring the Peoples 


| Minds out of all Vifibles. Nay, and fo the Sacra- 


ment under one Kjzd only, muſt be Purer than 

| þ, becauſe Parity is op- 
to Compoſtion; which is a Conſequence fair- 

ly drawn from the removal of external Forms, 
1 truſt, not to be granted either by Diſſeu- 


ter or Church Man. Os 
Ill have, for the preſent, done with the Rea- 
ſoner „ and commend Him and his Party to 
Jad, and to the Power of bis Grace, and to a 


ſerious Conſideration of theſe Things : The 


Peace of the Church (the laſt and beſt earthly 


rw that our Saviour left it) is not to be 


broken for Triflles. My Brethren, 


if the Prophet had bid you do ſome * 


great Thing, would you not have done it? How 


mich more when he ſaith then, Waſh and be 
tlean. If the Church of England Had im- 
= =. _ 


A 
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bled ber Terms of Communion, enforced | 1 
- with ſevere Penalties for the refuſal, would | 
_ you not Ha ve complied? How much More 
= fi ought you to take her Toak pon 
Which is like our Seviowr's, cafy; and like His 
"Bar, #, light? 

"Had our Reformers, When they drew ds off 
'from. the Church of Rome, given your firſt Rez. 
v „ ſon for ſo doing, vis. 1 FE 
| do not hook upon it to be ſo X 
' Charch a ſome others are; ay they, 1 9. 
ven this as a Reaſon, and no better, I pers 15 

to think that Work of the Lord had not fr 

ed fo well in their Hands; for when < 
"Text in Scripture which authorizes I 7 
from a pure Church, becauſe it is not 

That is, becanſe it wants ſome Degrees Py + 
rit * There never was that Cherch upon Earth, 
whoſe In/itutions have been ſo pare, as toarrive | 
at Perfection, nor ever will, unleſs the Doctrine 

of the Milleniſts be found true. And of all the | 
famous Schiſms and Separations, I ever met | 
with, not ane hath been ſupported by ſor ra- 
mib and por ap mw AS be J refuſing ti he | 
Fre, becauſe they could not be ſo pare. This | 
| 1 0 * if any Thing N. nen : 
of Men above that which i written, | 
which the Apoſtle, in the preſent Caſe, cautions | 
his Corinthians not to do. To feperate from'a | 
Church _ Terms wh Communion os fnfu, 
or which has perverted, or rejecte e pare | 
Ford of God, or required inplict Faith ay” Obe- 

ience 1 
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"Worſhip is idolatrow, Nc. id Und es 8p 
doubtedly latful, nay, ais our OP» 


Duty ; For what Agrermenr buth rb Tl of 
Goa with Idols * Wherefore 'roine our Fri 


them, and be ye ſeparatr, ſaith h 2 
texch mot the unclean Thing, and 1 Will live 


A N 


5 7" This Was the Caſe between as and the Church 


of Rome, when we brake her Bonds aſunder, and 


| caft away ber Cords from us: And we think our 
| ſelves, nay, we are ſure, we are ſufficiently ju- 


ſtifked by the foregoing Text, among others. 
But the Caſe is not ſo between ws and you; you 
acknowledge oar Chayeþ to be _ Church, 
and to ſeparate from ſuch a Church for want of 


1 Degree of Parity, is doing apparent Evil, for 


no more than the Chance of an enſuing Good: 


Tris breaking through all the Inſtitutes of Chrift 
and his Goſpe/; for Unity, Peace, brotherly 


Love, Charity, which are real Virtues, and hea- 
venly Qualifications, and as ſuch are true Marks 
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